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BMNC Newfletter
FALL 2018
Don’t forget to email your annual award form!
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Letter from the
President

Greetings to All,

I hope you are all enjoying the last days of
summer, and beginning plans for the holidays.
This is a great time of year for our beloved Newfs,
the crisp weather is very invigorating!

Overall, we had a good summer with the events we
had planned, I hope you were able to join us for at
least one! We are not done yet, so mark your
calendars for the Xmas Tree Pull and Holiday
Brunch.

We appreciate your support during the year, and a
special thanks to all of those who volunteered this
year to help us with events, it takes the power of
many people to run events, even for our small
club.
Enjoy the rest of 2018, and looking forward to
great things next year!
Newfoundly,
Laura

ON THE COVER
PHOTO FROM
BMNC WATER TEST
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Calendar of Events
Dogs Gone Bad

Calendar of Events
NOV 14
Board Meeting
I84 Diner
Fishkill, NY
DEC 1
Christmas Tree Pull
Saltsman’s Farm
Rt 308
Rhinebeck, NY 12572
11am-3pm
DEC 2
Holiday Lunch
Daddy O’s
3 Turner St
Hopewell Junction, NY 12533
12 pm

Welcome to Bread Crumb Beach!
Newfletter will be published quarterly

Cue is owned and loved by Laura Alaimo

Deadline for submission to next
Newfletter is, Dec 20, 2018

Cue was not alone in this endeavor, his Newfs,
Solo and Lacey were also involved but didn’t stick
around for the picture.

www.bearmountainnewf.org

Want your dog’s picture in “Dogs Gone Bad” in our
Newsletter? Send me an email
Barbara Yerks, beldrid@aol.com

The contents of this newsletter are the opinion of
the author or editor and not those of the
Newfoundland Club of America or the Bear
Mountain Newfoundland Club.
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BMNC WATER TEST
Sept 8th and 9th BMNC held their Water Tests at Lakeside Park in Pawling NY. Our judges were Sue
Mendleson and Todd Bennett. Even though many were so close, we had only 1 qualifier. Bruce Karger with
Christian earning his WD on Saturday.
We also give a special award in memory of Bernie Latronico. This award is given to the dog who shows the
most joy and exuberance while working. On Saturday the Jr award was given to Goldcoasts Amitys Best
Foot Forward “Prada”, owned and handled by Michelle Vanderbeck and in the Sr award was given to
BearBrook’s Sky’s the limit”Sky”, owned and handled by Rose Reed.
Sunday’s Bernie awards were given to, Junior, GCHB Royal Flush Davos of Bogmist “Puppachoo” owned and
handled by Oksana Jackim and Senior GCHG Bear “N” Minds Code of Honor, Cody, owned and handled
by Dwight Gorsuch.
Congratulations to you all!
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More Water Test Highlights
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Water test cont.
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BMNC Canine First Aid Kit
$28.00 plus $8.75 shipping!

HOLIDAY SALE! $28.00 MAKE GREAT GIFTS!
Order now and avoid shipping
PICK UP AT THE HOLIDAY EVENTS

To order send a check for $36.75 payable to BMNC along with your shipping
address to Barbara Yerks 4676 Albany Post Rd Apt 13C2, Hyde Park, NY 12538
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Westmoreland firefighters rescue 165-pound dog from ravine
(photos)
Updated Sep 25; Posted Sep 25
By Sarah Moses Buckshotsbuckshot@syracuse.com
syracuse.com

CLINTON, N.Y. -- Newfoundland dogs are known for saving lives during water emergencies, but on Monday
morning it was a 165-pound Newfoundland dog named "Smitty Bear" that needed to be rescued.
"Smitty Bear" disappeared Sunday afternoon from his Oneida County home. His owners, Dennis and Gloria
Destefanis, frantically searched for hours until he was located Monday morning at the bottom of a ravine on their
3.5-acre property in Clinton.
Westmoreland volunteer firefighters sprang into action to pull the dog to safety.
The aging "Smitty Bear," who looks like a big black bear from a distance, was outside on the Destefanis'
property Sunday afternoon. He never strays far in the yard because he suffers from arthritis, his owners said.
When it was time to come inside, the 12-year-old gentle giant was no where to be found.
"We were totally distraught," Dennis Destefanis said. "It's like losing a child."
The couple, who was yelling the dog's name and looking down ravines, continuously walked their property until
nightfall. But the couple said there was no sleep. There was only worry.
In the morning, Dennis Destefanis resumed searching, this time he got closer to the edge of the ravine. He called
for "Smitty Bear" and saw the dog's head look up from between two logs at the bottom of the ravine.
Dennis Destefanis said he was was overcome with a rush of relief that his beloved "Smitty Bear" was alive.
"But I couldn't get him out," Dennis Destefanis said.
Dennis Destefanis knew he needed help -- his dog had fallen down about a 100-foot, steep ravine and weighs
about 165 pounds.
"I called 911," he said. "I didn't know if I was supposed to for a dog, but I didn't know what to do."
The chief of the Westmoreland Volunteer Fire Department got the rescue call and sent a text message to all of
the volunteers. Lt. Aidan Dixon received the text.
"A life is a life," Dixon said.
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Dixon headed to the Destefanis' home in his private vehicle. He wasn't alone. A crew of firefighters arrived in the
rescue vehicle and other volunteer firefighters arrived in their personal vehicles. Dixon said about 10 firefighters
helped to rescue "Smitty Bear."
"Getting down to the ravine was not the problem," Dixon said. "It was getting back up."
Once firefighters reached the dog, they saw that they needed a chainsaw to cut away logs the dog was laying
between. Once a rescue basket was placed near the dog, "Smitty Bear" stoop up, got in the basket and laid
down, Dixon said."It was unbelievable," Dixon said. "He was so calm.

"Smitty Bear" enjoys a boat ride in this
undated family photo
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It’s A Boy!
Karl and Jean Tremmel are proud to say that they
have become foster failures! Last month Jean received
a call from a woman who wanted to turn her 7 month
old Newf into rescue. Jean offered to foster this boy
and the rest is history!
Jean and Karl are the proud parents of Apollo!

Happy Birthday to Lacey, she is turning 9 on
November 4th! She is a great Mom to her Solo, and
her ‘adopted’ pug Cue! We love you with all our
hearts Lu Lu, you are the sweetest girl! Love Mom,
Dad, Vic, Solo and Cue!

Happy Birthday to Cue the Pug! She is 4 years
old on November 8th! She (thinks) she is in
charge of the Newfs – good luck with that Cue
Ball! Love, Victor, Mom, Dad, Lacey and Solo!
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Minutes from BOD July 19.
Present BOD: Laura Alaimo, Cris and Beth Grispin, Oksana Jackim, Barb Yerks, Joan Locker Thuring, Karl Tremmel, Heidi
Cavagnaro.
Guests: Sheila and Keith Mallinson, Lauren and Wendell Weber.
Call to order: 7:40pm
Secretary report: No report
Corresponding Secretary Report: No correspondence for the period. The CR could not attend.
Treasurer Report: Total $6457.9; rescue $5917.60; working balance: $539.49; Loses: minor for Working Event, and major
for Regional Specialty. Conclusion, the Club needs more donations for the Regional.
Ice-Cream Social was a great success. Great event, learning experience for the attendants, and Heidi Cavagnaro is
willing to do it again. Possibly two days water workshop tied with ice-cream, social/trick dog exercises could be pursued.
Heidi will write a piece on ice-cream social.
Water Test: 1) trophies ready; 2) judges’ hospitality is taken care of; 3) the test is good to go.
Draft Test: Approved. Judges Bob Rogers and Keith Mallinson; two observing judges pending approval. Sheila Mallinson
explains the plans for the test, ideas for trophies and how to minimize the expense.
Christmas Tree Pull is December 1, 2018.
Holiday Brunch is Dec 2, 2018.
Improvement for the Regional: the space was better—would need to request the same area; Coffee pots for the next
year; more donations; factor in breakfast (tips/donations).
Website: Lauren Weber updates on the website and improvements. Instagram link is approved. Membership form will
need a digital image permission disclosure, going forward. The Board will look at e-pay for membership. Lauren is thanked
for her work on and commitment to the website.
New Business for the next meeting:
--discussion of honorary membership
--breeders’ list
--match
Membership: Joan followed up and contacted on the past memberships, going forward proposes to update the letter t be
enclosed with the membership renewal.
Next Meeting: Sep 19, 2018.
9:41 pm, the BOD meeting adjourned.
Respectably submitted by Oksana Jackim
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Mourning a Dog Can Be Harder Than Mourning a Person
"Many studies show our relationships with dogs can be even more satisfying than our human relationships."
by Frank T. McAndrew
Recently, my wife and I went through one of the more excruciating experiences of our lives—the euthanasia of our beloved
dog, Murphy. I remember making eye contact with Murphy moments before she took her last breath—she flashed me a
look that was an endearing blend of confusion and the reassurance that everyone was ok because we were both by her
side.
When people who have never had a dog see their dog-owning friends mourn the loss of a pet, they probably think it’s all
a bit of an overreaction; after all, it’s “just a dog.”
However, those who have loved a dog know the truth: Your own pet is never “just a dog.”
Many times, I’ve had friends guiltily confide to me that they grieved more over the loss of a dog than over the loss of
friends or relatives. Research has confirmed that for most people, the loss of a dog is, in almost every way, comparable to
the loss of a human loved one. Unfortunately, there’s little in our cultural playbook—no grief rituals, no obituary in the local
newspaper, no religious service—to help us get through the loss of a pet, which can make us feel more than a bit
embarrassed to show too much public grief over our dead dogs.
Perhaps if people realized just how strong and intense the bond is between people and their dogs, such grief would
become more widely accepted. This would greatly help dog owners to integrate the death into their lives and help them
move forward.
What is it about dogs, exactly, that make humans bond so closely with them?
For starters, dogs have had to adapt to living with humans over the past 10,000 years. And they’ve done it very well:
They’re the only animal to have evolved specifically to be our companions and friends. Anthropologist Brian Hare has
developed the “Domestication Hypothesis” to explain how dogs morphed from their grey wolf ancestors into the socially
skilled animals that we now interact with in very much the same way as we interact with other people.
Perhaps one reason our relationships with dogs can be even more satisfying than our human relationships is that dogs
provide us with such unconditional, uncritical positive feedback. (As the old saying goes, “May I become the kind of person
that my dog thinks I already am.”)
For starters, dogs have had to adapt to living with humans over the past 10,000 years. And they’ve done it very well:
They’re the only animal to have evolved specifically to be our companions and friends. Anthropologist Brian Hare has
developed the “Domestication Hypothesis” to explain how dogs morphed from their grey wolf ancestors into the socially
skilled animals that we now interact with in very much the same way as we interact with other people.
Perhaps one reason our relationships with dogs can be even more satisfying than our human relationships is that dogs
provide us with such unconditional, uncritical positive feedback. (As the old saying goes, “May I become the kind of person
that my dog thinks I already am.”) This is no accident. They have been selectively bred through generations to pay
attention to people, and MRI scans show that dog brains respond to praise from their owners just as strongly as they do to
food (and for some dogs, praise is an even more effective incentive than food). Dogs recognize people and can learn to
interpret human emotional states from facial expression alone. Scientific studies also indicate that dogs can understand
human intentions, try to help their owners and even avoid people who don’t cooperate with their owners or treat them well.
Not surprisingly, humans respond positively to such unrequited affection, assistance and loyalty. Just looking at dogs can
make people smile. Dog owners score higher on measures of well-being and they are happier, on average, than people
who own cats or no pets at all.
Our strong attachment to dogs was subtly revealed in a recent study of “misnaming.” Misnaming happens when you call
someone by the wrong name, like when parents mistakenly calls one of their kids by a sibling’s name. It turns out that the
name of the family dog also gets confused with human family members, indicating that the dog’s name is being pulled from
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the same cognitive pool that contains other members of the family. (Curiously, the same thing rarely happens with cat
names.)
It’s no wonder dog owners miss them so much when they’re gone.
Psychologist Julie Axelrod has pointed out that the loss of a dog is so painful because owners aren’t just losing the pet. It
could mean the loss of a source of unconditional love, a primary companion who provides security and comfort, and maybe
even a protégé that’s been mentored like a child.
The loss of a dog can also seriously disrupt an owner’s daily routine more profoundly than the loss of most friends and
relatives. For owners, their daily schedules—even their vacation plans—can revolve around the needs of their pets.
Changes in lifestyle and routine are some of the primary sources of stress.
According to a recent survey, many bereaved pet owners will even mistakenly interpret ambiguous sights and sounds as the
movements, pants and whimpers of the deceased pet. This is most likely to happen shortly after the death of the pet,
especially among owners who had very high levels of attachment to their pets.
While the death of a dog is horrible, dog owners have become so accustomed to the reassuring and nonjudgmental
presence of their canine companions that, more often than not, they’ll eventually get a new one.
So yes, I miss my dog. But I’m sure that I’ll be putting myself through this ordeal again in the years to come.

Frank T. McAndrew is a Cornelia H. Dudley professor of psychology at Knox College. This article was originally published
on The Conversation
Reprinted from the internet
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